Computed tomography-guided drainage for large pulmonary bullae.
Patients with large pulmonary emphysematous bullae often present therapeutic problems because of their poor respiratory function. We performed computed tomography (CT)-guided drainage in two patients with large pulmonary bullae who were considered poor surgical candidates. This method could be safely accomplished in a few minutes under local anesthesia and sufficient collapse of the bullae was obtained in both cases. We could control prolonged air leak from the catheter with bronchofiberoptic bronchial occlusion in one patient. CT-guided bulla drainage is a simple, speedy and minimally invasive treatment method for inoperable patients with large pulmonary bullae.